The object of this book* is to urge that when a dwellinghouse of a certain size and pretension is to be constructed, special arrangements should be introduced to secure The conclusion for the particular house described in the book, viz., that the fresh air inlet should be capable of replenishing the whole house three times every hour, is about correct; but it is made to depend more on the number of fireplaces and gas-burners than upon the number of persons to be supplied.
The conclusion for the particular house described in the book, viz., that the fresh air inlet should be capable of replenishing the whole house three times every hour, is about correct; but it is made to depend more on the number of fireplaces and gas-burners than upon the number of persons to be supplied.
In their preface to this edition the authors remark that the main general principle proposed by them in the first edition In 1872 is still far from being generally admitted or put into practice. This is undoubtedly true, in fact we doubt whether there are fifty houses in existence which have the central hall?the inlets and outlets both at the ceiling, and the elaborate system of aspirating tubes connected with the kitchen chimney?which combination is the only new principle of their original plan. There are many ways of heating and ventilating a dwelling-house besides the one urged in this volume.
Nevertheless we believe that the book has been a useful one to architects, if not to housebuilders, and that this new edition will be found to be suggestive in many ways even though the details may not be fully approved. The appendix, giving the results of some observations and experiments made upon temperatures and air currents in a house built upon this plan, contains some data which wil be of interest to the architect and heating engineer.
